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How the Osprey Became UNF,s
Mascot
text by Gary Warner
The selection of a mascot for the University of North Florida
started innocently enough. Although UNF opened its doors for
students in 1972, the need for an "official mascot" was
unnecessary because UNF did not compete in intercollegiate
athletics.
Dorreen Daly, editor of the UNF alumni newsletter in the UNF
Office of Public Relations in 1978, admits she may have
supplied the impetus for a series of events which ultimately led
to UNF selection of an "official mascot," Ms. Daly was
searching for art work to accompany a story about how, after
just six years, UNF had more alumni in the Jacksonville-Duval
County area than Florida State University or Jacksonville
University.

In October 1978, UNF trailed only the University of Florida in
the number of alumni in the Jacksonville-Duval County area.
Each university was represented by a cartoon character of its
official mascot—the ,gator for UF, the Seminole for FSU and
the dolphin for JU.

UNF's first osprey by Julie
Mercer

Recalling that a "tongue-in-cheek"
letter-to-the-editor campaign
between Dr. Bill Caldwell, chair of
the Department of Mathematical
Sciences, and Dr. Ray Bowman, a
member of the faculty in the
Department of Natural Sciences, had
graced the pages of the student
newspaper only several months
before, she decided to represent
UNF as an armadillo.

Caldwell had championed the cause
of the armadillo [under the
pseudonym Olli Damra] and
Bowman [e.e. tanam] had
championed the cause of the
manatee. Both had selected "low
http://www.unf.edu/~rbowman/Osprey.htm
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profile" mascot candidates in a
lighthearted spoof of President
Thomas Carpenter. As UNF's first
president, Dr. Carpenter often met
controversy with a deliberately
understated approach.

MATCH OF THE MASCOTS

"I knew it would start a controversy,
but we hadn't any controversy in a
long time, and I decided to go
ahead," says Ms. Daly, still betraying
a devilish glee in her eye more than
a decade after-the-fact.

E.E. Tanam

versus

Olli Damra

Soon, UNF was embroiled in a full-blown controversy. Thus, in late 1978
and early 1979 UNF was propelled into the "battle of the creatures," as it
became known. Even though the major contenders were the armadillo
and the manatee, lesser challengers—sharks, mariners, tadpoles, coots,
pinecones and flashers—vied for attention. By April 1979, the news
media of Jacksonville (obviously desperate for news!) had joined the
controversy. The local newspaper carried:
• an editorial commending UNF on its adoption of the armadillo as its
"official" mascot,
• stories on its sports pages mentioning UNF's newfound "mascot," and
• an article on UNF's "fight song."
"Reaction to the armadillo was immediate and emphatic!" recalls
Henry A. Newman, then UNF director of public relations and author
of the fight song. "I never realized there were so many manatee
devotees."
As an addendum to its spring 1979 election ballot, the UNF
Student Government Association conducted a referendum for
selection of an official mascot. By this time, the seagull [sic] had
become a contender, along with the manatee and the armadillo.
"I cringed at the thought of a seagull being our mascot,"
recalls Bowman. "Just think of how many seagulls fly over
garbage dumps and landfills. They're filthy birds."

After conducting some preliminary research and talking to
colleagues, Bowman decided the osprey would make a

http://www.unf.edu/~rbowman/Osprey.htm

7/18/2006

Page 3 of 3

Osprey

Write in the

OSPREY
for UNF Mascot

better mascot than any of the others proposed and
conducted a one-man campaign for the osprey as UNF's
official mascot.
Bowman spent his own money to print fliers and placards
touting the virtues of the osprey. As a write-in vote, the
osprey garnered 47 percent of the vote over the sea gull,
the armadillo, the manatee and a host of challengers.
And, in a follow-up election, the osprey won in a landslide
vote
Thus, the osprey was "hatched" as UNF's official mascot.

Adapted from "An Osprey from the Ashes," by Gary Warner, originally published in the April, 1991 issue of UNF Alumni
ACCENT. Posted with permission of the author.

Other UNF mascot stories:

Jacksonville Journal, Thursday, December 7, 1978, p 1.
Jacksonville Journal, Monday, December 11, 1978, p. 22
Spinnaker, January 29, 1979, p. 4.
Spinnaker, March 12, 1979, p. 6.
UNF Highline, April, 1979, p. 1.
Jacksonville Journal, Wednesday, May 2, 1979, p. 8.
Jacksonville Journal, Friday, May 4, 1979, p. 8.
Spinnaker, May 7, 1979, p 2.
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Date: Mon, 9 Sep 2002 09:15:12 -0400 (EDT)
From: Eileen Brady <ebrady@osprey .unf.edu>
To: "Sohn, William (BJ)" <bjsohn@unf.edu>
Subject: Re: A 'Q' for 'U'

Good morning, BJ,

According to my research, the University officially recognized the Osprey
as the UNF mascot on November 8, 1979. However, it looks like the costumed
UNF mascot, Ozzie, made its first debut, thanks to private funding from
the UNF presidental envoys, at a UNF baseball game on March 6, 1988.
I
even have a photograph of Dusty Rhodes standing with the first Ozzie!
Hope this helps,
Eileen
On Fri, 6 Sep 2002, Sohn, William (BJ) wrote:

> Hello again----- turns out I may have a question for you already!
> I was asked this afternoon what our mascot Ozzie's "birthdate" is ... we
> don't really have any record or file on this in our office ... would your
> archives happen have any record of when the mascot first originated?

osprey won in a landslide vote
Thus, the osprey was "hatched" as UNF's
official mascot.

Adapted from "An Osprey from the Ashes," by Gary Warner, originally published in the April, 1991
issue of UNF Alumni ACCENT. Posted with permission of the author.

Other UNF mascot stories:

Jacksonville Journal, Thursday, December 7, 1978, p 1.
Jacksonville Journal, Monday, December 11, 1978, p. 22
Spinnaker, January 29, 1979, p. 4.
Spinnaker, March 12, 1979, p. 6.
UNF Highline, April, 1979, p. 1.
Jacksonville Journal, Wednesday, May 2, 1979, p. 8.
Jacksonville Journal, Friday, May 4, 1979, p. 8.
Spinnaker, May 7, 1979, p 2.
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Ozzie and Harriet back in the nest
By Holli Welch
SPORTS EDITOR

Every team has a leader, someone
who brings energy and enthusiasm to
the squad. For the University of North
Florida, Ozzie and Harriet Osprey
take that spot, adding life and excite
ment to UNF athletics.
“We expect the mascots to perform
with enthusiasm and energy,” said
Elliot Darkatsh, director of marketing
and promotions. “They need to repre
sent the university as best they can at
all times, especially at all
home games.”
For UNF, the initial mascot search
in the 1970s began with the idea of the
Fighting Armadillos and the Mighty
Manatee. Students, staff and commu
nity members voted and one voter
wrote in ‘the Osprey’ on the ballot.
For Darkatsh, this was a good thing.
“Imagine rooting ‘Go Sea Cows’ or
‘Go Road Kill,”’ he said.
Thirty years later and the Osprey
mascots are still swooping proudly on
the sidelines. The only real change is
the more professional upgrade in the
costume design, which recently
included detachable body parts:
gloves and tail. This allows the

mascot to change the style of clothes
while still resembling the character.
With new designs, new members
were needed to portray the mascots.
Though it was an empty position until
recently, with little to no turnout
at auditions.
“Struggles occurred during the
search this season when the interest
ed students learned there were several
medical forms and paperwork
involved,” Darkatsh said. “Of the 10
interested at the beginning only four
tried out. The two selected brought
more to the table, though,
than expected.”
This final selection was just in
time, as both Ozzie and Harriet appear
at all home basketball games, a season
that lies just around the corner.
Freshman Amanda Pendarvis will
fill the role of Ozzie, while sophomore
Fatinah Chen plans to pump up the
crowd as Harriet.
“I am looking forward to the large
games, like the rival between JU,”
Chen said. “I love the games and get
ting the crowd pumped up and excited.
Their excitement helps me too.”
Chen, who wants to keep her secret
moves unknown, is jumping in and
hoping to entertain and support the
teams. Her co-mascot, however, acted
as mascot at her own high school and
is entering into the next level.

“I had a lot of fun as the mascot in
high school,” Pendarvis said. “I
thought Γd try it here, and my spe
cial moves during the audition won
me the chance.”
Both mascots agree that North
Florida students should attend the
games to witness their secret
moves in person.
Along with showing off their
skills, interested students also had
strut in costume, act out in emotion,
and create their own skit.
Chen recalls showing how she
would act if rival schools got angry
with her as Harriet.
“I had to just stand there,” she
said. “I can’t act out against fans so I
stood there as these “fans” yelled at
me and pretended to be mad.”
The mascots will receive formal
training from the mascot coordina
tor, Kristin Iannuzzi, the former
Harriet for UNF. However, Iannuzzi
is currently recovering from a shoul
der injury and will be graduating
in December.
The mascots will have a huge cos
tume to fill after Iannuzzi left the uni
versity with a proud showing at the
national cheer summer camp as
Harriet. The Osprey competed
against 30 other universities from
across the country and performed
various challenges. The experienced
coordinator plans to pass on
her knowledge.
The first official sighting of the
Osprey mascots will be Nov. 19, when
the UNF men’s basketball team takes
on Concordia. They will be perfect
ing their moves at volleyball matches
until then.
E-mail Holli Welch at
spinnakersports @yahoo. com.
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GOT WHAT IT TAKES?
Do you have cheering, gymnastics, dance or theater
experience?
Do you have UNF School Spirit?
Were you a bird in a past life?
Do you like intimidating opposing teams?
If you answered yes to all of these questions...

WE NEED YOU!
September 27th a new Ozzie & Harriett will be chosen
to represent UNF

The TWO people chosen will each receive a $ 200 Book
Scholarship for every semester they participate.
If you have any questions or you would like to register
for tryouts please email Sarah @ smeece@unf.edu or
call UNF Athletics ® 620-2833.

SHOW YOUR UNF SPIRIT IN A
HUGE BIRD COSTUME!

ozzie

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA

MARINER
A Weekly Newsletter for the Staff and Faculty

April 29, 1991

UNF ‘ALUMNI NIGHT AT THE BALL PARK’ MAY 2
"friendly rivalry" since 1988.
"Coach Spooner and I have known
each other for 20 years, and his teams
always are very competitive," said
Rhodes. "We've built up a friendly
rivalry over the years." (UNF has won
five of its eight games with UWF.)
Alumni festivities will begin at 6 p.m.
and run throughout the game. Ozzie
the Osprey will be on hand to entertain.
"Alumni should go to the centrally
located tent near the entrance of
Harmon Stadium to get a name tag for
free admission to the game," said
Janice Ishii, coordinator of the Office of
Alumni Relations.
For more information, contact Ishii at
ext. 2513.

The UNF Ospreys and the Univer
sity of West Florida Argonauts will
meet May 2 as the UNF Alumni
Association celebrates its second
annual "Alumni Night at the Ball
Park."
Admission and refreshments will
be free for UNF alumni. Tickets are
$2 for the public, $1 for senior citizens
and 6-18 year olds and free for UNF
students and children under 5
The 7 p.m. game will have an
added feature. Jim Spooner UWF
head baseball coach, will face long
time opponent Dusty Rhodes, UNF
head baseball coach.
Both teams have enjoyed a

'I am a Teenage Mascot
': an insider's view
By Robin Redfearn
a junior majoring in journalism
At first my family and friends were
stunned. Then they laughed. All this
because I had told them I was going
to dress up as the UNF mascot, Ozzie
the Osprey.
My first assignment was to repre
sent UNF at a literacy promotion
program at the Jacksonville Landing.
I was to join hundreds of elementary
school students who had dressed as
their favorite characters from litera
ture. We then walked across a

platform and hook hands with Jackson
ville Mayor Tommy Hazouri.
Well, it was different.
Since then I also have appeared at
"Say No To Drugs" seminars. I also
have walked around campus handing
out candy to faculty and staff, and
attended the campus Christmas party.
The questions I receive most often
are: Who are you? Do you know you walk
funny? Are you a chicken or an owl?
My answers usually are limited to
"peck, peck, peck." But I would like to
tell them: I'm Ozzie, an osprey, not a
buzzard, or a chicken, or an owl.

Yes, I know I walk funny. But, 1 wish you
would try walking with a tail that wags when
you move and stumpy size 15 feet. It isn't
easy.
Although Ozzie may not appear on
national TV like Albert the Alligator, it is
my honor to wear the bird suit. I believe
I am setting a precedent for the way
Ozzie will be perceived in the future.
Although Ozzie is only 4 years old, he is
becoming more easily recognized and is
growing in popularity.
Just like the University he represents.

Dr. Roy E. McTarnaghan, UNFs interim-president,

with his wife
and Ozzie Osprey at the reception

of the holiday party and tree
lighting ceremony
at the
Boathouse Dec. 7 photo by susan p. stanton

UNF kicks off holidαv season
Ozzie Ospprey hands
out candy to some of

the chidren from the

Child Development

at the

Center

Christmas party.

Earlier, a 12-foo

t evergreen was
lighted on the deck

of the Boathouse

to officially kick off
the Christmas

season.

photo by

Susan P. Stnaton

Spinnaker 3-1-88

Osprey mascot
UNF has announced its selection for
the Osprey mascot and alternates. The
captain will be Joe Rickey; the first
alternative will be Beth Funk; and the
second alternative will be Sandee
Winnow. The mascot’s name will be
Ozzie.

JOIN THE
PRESIDENT’S
TEAM !
Presidential envoys are seeking applicants to fill several open
envoy positions. Envoys are UNF’s official hosts and hostesses
and participate in on-campus and off-campus events. Envoys
provide support for the president, greet visiting dignitaries,
and provide tours of the campus throughout the year. The Envoys
recently sponsored UNF’s new mascot "OZZIE". If you think
you've got what it takes and want to really serve your school, apply
to be an Envoy today. Applications are available at the University
Relations Office in building one. Applications are due March 25.

PHOTO BY KEVIN KIERNAN

The new UNF mascot and baseball coach Dusty Rhodes.
university," she said.
The mascot's name will be determined
by a contest, judged by the presidential
Thanks to private funding from the
envoys in February. Ideas may be
presidential envoys, UNF will officially
submitted by students, faculty and staff,
have a mascot, said Paula Weatherby,
and
a plaque will be hung on campus in
director of Alumni Services. The mascot
the
winner
’s name.
costume, which cost over $800, will be
Weatherby
said the university
"hatched" at the statewide televised UNF
relations
office
is accepting applications
baseball game on March 6.
from
students
who
want to wear the
Weatherby said the mascot will not be
mascot
costume.
She
said that more than
limited to sports events, however. She
one
person
will
be
needed,
in case
said the mascot will appear at all types of
university
events
clash
with
class
university events. "We want people to
schedules.
see the mascot, and think of the

By Jeffrey McFarland
Staff

Annual
University of North Florida

ozzie file 9-29-87

and

UNF's 15th Anniversary
Celebration

Saturday, October 10, 1987
Noon - 6 p.m.
University of North Florida Campus
on the University Green
St. Johns Bluff Rd., S, near Butler Blvd.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
★Alumni Homecoming Weekend

★Authentic German Music
★Imported & Domestic Beer
★German Food
★Displays by Student Organizations
★5K Run (9:00 a.m.)

•Alumni Breakfast (9:30 a.m.)
•Alumni Receptions (11:00 a.m.)
•Alumni Juried Art Show (5:30 p.m.)

■

Sponsored by the Student Government Association's University Programming Board

OZZIE OSPREY made a surprise visit to the Teen
Alliane Center (T,A.C.) during Red Ribbon Week, The
Center’s staff accepts the "bird” graciously. Ozzie
is the University of North Florida mascot. UNF is
in a consortium with DEPC to sponsor the T,A,C._ _ _ _ _ .

Florida’s Mighty Mascots
Comical Characters Ignite Student Spirit
baseball cap is hard to forget.
ith the University of Central Florida struction.
When playing at Doak Campbell Stadium
The fat-bellied Albert the Alligator didn’t
trailing by a point, the enemy quarter
back scampers around in the pocket, come until later, but the wait was worth it. in Tallahassee, the Florida State University
News Magazine said he’s the best Seminoles stream onto the field led by Chief
trying to run out the last few seconds.Sporting
Sud
denly, he’s engulfed from his blindside by a mascot in the nation- the huge, bright-green Osceola and Renegade, his horse. Perched atop
alligator in an orange and blue sweater and the large Appaloosa horse, Chief Osceolarides
UCF linebacker, who pounces on the loose
the length of the field while bran
ball. UCF still has a chance! On
dishing a 10-foot flaming spear.
the sidelines, the UCF Knight leaps
The chief, played by Jim Fairfield,
into his victory dance, leading the
wears an authentic costume de
UCF fans into a cheering frenzy.
signed by Seminole Indians from a
It’s the same at colleges across
reservation in Dania, FL.
the state where funky mascots stir
Bill Durham thought of the
up fans as the symbol of their
horse-and-flaming-spear ritual
schools. A variety of creatures rep
when he was a FSU student in the
resent Florida colleges— every
60s, but “no one would listen to
thing from alligators to birds to
me.’’ Later, when Durham became
bulls to robots. These fiery and
friends with football coach Bobby
funny mascots are an intricate part
Bowden, he brought up the idea
of the schools and often have an
again. This year marks the 10th
interesting history behind them.
anniversary of the “Renegade Pro
For Mack the Knight, the Uni
gram’ ’ at home games. Renegade
versity of Central Florida’s mas
and Chief Osceola don’t go to outcot, the history is just beginning.
of-town games because permis
Mack, who resembles the martian
sion must be granted by host schools
in ‘ ‘Bugs Bunny’ ’ cartoons, made
to bring a livestock mascot.
his debut as UCF’s new mascot
The Universtiy of Miami’s
last September- and just in time
mascot, Sebastian the Ibis, dates
to lead the Knights to their top
back to 1958. The ibis is an almost
ranking in Division ∏ football.
extinct bird found only in the Ev
Daron Stults put together the bigerglades. Supposedly, it’s the first
eyed knight based on drawings by
wildlife to reappear after a hurri
co-worker Todd Tuttle. However,
cane has blown over. John Routh,
Stults said that they didn’t design
the only professional college mas
the knight to look like the martian.
cot in Florida, performs the role.
“If you put them side-by-side
For Hurricane baseball, Miami
they’re different,’’ Stults said. “I
has the “maniac’’- a fuzzball who
didn’t want to restrict the mascot
resembles an orange pig. “It was
to one expression such as a smile
supposed to look like an inanimate
or a frown. I wanted something
object, a one-of-a-kind character,
with big eyes.’’
not a dog, or a bird, or a pig,”
David Clark, a UCF biology
Routh said.
major, brings Mack to life. “I’ll
Jacksonville University selected
be able to look back and say 'I was
the dolphin as their mascot in 1947
the original Mack,’’’ Clark said.
because some of the friendly crea
Mack already is popular with fans- Orlando kids even dressed like
tures were seen swimming in the
St. Johns River, which flows by
him for Halloween. Clark likes to
pull antics such as joining the band
the school. They have a live dol
phin mascot, Nellie, but she can’t
and acting like one of the flag
girls. He also gooses the oppo
make it to the games. She’s housed
at Marineland in St. Augustine,
nent’s mascot with his jousting
pole that has a boxing glove at Above: UCF’s Mack the Knight. Below: Rocky the Bull from USF but students can see her anytime.
tached to the end.
To have a mascot on the side
On the other hand, UF’s alliga
lines, the school developed JU
D2, a 5' 4” robot used exclusively
tor has a long and somewhat grue
for basketball games. Performing
some history. The Gator was cho
for fans since 1985, JU-D2 moves
sen as UF’s mascot back in 1907
about on rollers and is operated by
when a Gainesville merchant de
remote controls. He holds up “Go
cided to sell school banners and
JU” placards, waves pompons, and
pennants displaying an alligator
clowns with the referees during
emblem at his shop, which was
popular with UF students. The first
time-outs.
live alligator appeared in 1953
Although the University of
and lived in a pen behind the fraterNorth Florida opened in 1972, the
niy house where his caretaker lived.
school didn’t select a mascot until
The alligator later was found beaten
1979. Students then chose the os
to death and was buried under
prey- a bird which resembles a
Century Tower, UF’s famous land
seahawk-- because of the school’s
mark which then was under con
commitment to preserve the natu-

W

ral environment. Ospreys, which are on the en
dangered species list, sometimes can be seen
on campus.
It wasn’t until 1983 when the school be
came active in intercollegiate sports that stu
dents and alumni pushed for a live mascot.
Through the help of alumni, last year marked
Ozzie Osprey’s first season as he cheered on
UNF’s baseball team. A number of student
volunteers dress-up as Ozzie, who also appears
at other school functions.
At the University of South Florida in Tampa,
Rocky the Bull has undergone some changes
during his short history. Rocky has been enter
taining fans at basketball, baseball, and soccer
matches, as well as special community appear
ances, for about six years. Up until three years
ago, Rocky had a large paper mache head. The
new head, complete with horns, is made of
foam so that student Mike
Mashke can do more stunts
in the costume.
Mashke has been lead
ing USF fans for almost
four years and currently is
training a new student to
take over when he gradu
ates in December. "I like
to tease the audience,”
Mashke said. ‘When Γm
getting my picture taken,
Γm smiling even though
you can’t see my face,”
Mashke said. ‘ ‘When Γm
acting angry, my (own)
face looks like Γm an
gry-”
UF’s Albert the Alligator
Most community col
leges and smaller univer
sities across the state have
mascots, although they’re
less visible. At Lake City
Community College, Re
bekah Love brings the Tim
berwolf to life at basket
ball games. The freshman
psychology major said
she’s wanted to be a mas
cot since high school. ‘ ‘It’s
fun being the mascot.”
Students selected the Tim
berwolf as the mascot when
the school first opened,
but they didn’t get a personnified counterpart un
LCCC’s Timberwolf
til nine years ago. ‘ ‘Origi
nally, our college was a
forest ranger school,’ ’ said Ed Hunter, director
of LCCC’s student activities. ‘‘That’s proba
bly why the timberwolf was selected.”
Smaller schools across Florida select mas
cots, but often are unable to have them personnified. At Sante Fe Community College, the
faculty chose the school nickname ‘‘Saints.”
Twenty-one years later, the school still doesn’t
have a performing counterpart. At St. John’s
Community College in 1958, students entered
their choices for a mascot in a random draw
ing-- ‘‘Vikings” got the nod. At Bethune-Cook
man the Wildcat represents the school, while
Daytona Beach Community College selected
‘‘Scots” as their nickname.
As long as schools have fans and sports
teams, mascots will continue to thrill them
with their crazy antics, and will add to the
tradition of spirit at each school.
Reported by The Independant Florida Alligator/
UF, and The Florida Flambeau/FSU.

Top: UNF’s Ozzie Osprey. Above left: Chief Osceola and Renegade of FSU. Above
right: UM’s Sebastian the Ibis. Below: A novice’s guide to the wave.

OSPREY
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA________________________________ JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

A Newsletterfor New Students /January 1992

Trendy Ozzie
UNF’s mascot, Ozzie the
Osprey, has all the traits
UNF graduates have—
loyalty, tenacity,
adaptability and
inexhaustibility.

OZZIE the
OSPREY
Some American colleges have
pretty unusual mascots. There’s the
University of California, Santa Cruz
Banana Slugs; the UC Irvine
I
Anteaters and the University of
Richmond Spiders. In 1979 the UNF
Student Government Association
chose the osprey (nicknamed
Ozzie) over the armadillo, the
manatee and the sea gull.
An osprey can be seen almost
every day, gliding majestically over
the campus. It has a wingspan of
more than 6 feet and can hit a
sizzling 80 mph while diving. The
campus’s 10 lakes provide plenty of
fish targets for this popular totem of
conservationists.
UNF’s mascot has the
characteristics that UNF students
hope to have when they graduate.
Ospreys have been described as
seemingly inexhaustible, tenacious,
opportunistic, cosmopolitan, loyal to
their species (usually one mate for
life), adaptable, resilient and fond
of living near other ospreys.
Described as “trendy birds” in
National Geographic for their
success in adapting to surburban
neighborhoods, ospreys are also
into recycling. Children’s toys, dolls,
Styrofoam containers, cork buoys
and d∞rmats are some of the items
ospreys use to construct theirgigantic nests.
Several years ago, during
graduation, all eyes l∞ked skyward
to revel a single osprey observing
the ceremony. In perfect timing,
three opreys appeared just as an
honorary degree was being given to
an ornithologist.
Graduates are proud to become
ospreys for life and be associated
UNIVERSITY OF

NORTH

FLORIDA
Office of Admissions

4567 St. Johns Bluff Road, South
Jacksonville, Florida 32216-6699
(904) 646-2624

with a mascot that represents high
achievers. Incidently, the number of
“ospreys” in America almost exactly
matches the number of UNF alumni
(19,000), and like UNF’s mascot
they reside in all the continents,
except Antarctica.
By Carl T Herrman,
director, Office ofPublications

The Trials and Tribulations
of Ozzie Freshman:

The First Day
of Classes

Well, what’s your name, son?”
“Ozzie Freshman, sir.” Did my
voice just go up an octave? Now Γm
a late freshman who sounds like
MichaelJackson.
“Take a seat, Ozzie.”
And the only seats left are right up
front. I am the most unlucky person
that has ever entered college.
“Pass these down, please.”
Ooof these are heavy. “Is this the
book?”
He’s laughing at me. "No, this is
the syllabus.”
It’s going to be a long semester.
“When you acquire a text, begin
with the first assignment. Look over
the syllabus and we’ll discuss any
questions Wednesday at the
beginning of class. Today we’ll cut
it short. Thank you.”
Can we go? Already? Cool.
“Hey Ozzie... Ozzie...”
Someone is calling me. I can’t
believe it, it’s her, Kim, calling me.
Thank you... Thank you...
“Hi...”
“Isn’t the first day great. You get
out of all your classes after about 20
minutes.”
“Yeah, cool, huh.”
“A few of us are going to the
Boathouse for lunch. It’s the
campus restaurant. Um, the food’s
really good and, uh, well, would
you like to go with us?”
I can’t believe it. She’s nervous.
“Yeah, sure, that sounds great.
Γm starved. I skipped breakfast
because I was late to class.”
She’s smiling at me. She’s walking
with me, talking with me. YES!! Oh,
things are really looking up.

“This is Organic Chemistry 101. Is
everyone in the right place?” the
professor announced.
Oh, NO!! I'm in the wrong room.
Can Ijust sit here? Do I get up and
look REAL stupid? Oh, everyone is
staring. Stop, don ’t look at the dumb
freshman. I'm almost to the door...
salvation. Ifeel like such a moron.
Ob, boy, now I’m really late. Why
did I ever decide to go to college?
Geez, this campus is big. Education
building? No, um, sciences. Well,
shoot, where is the computer
building?
“Hey, you lost? You look sorta
confused,” she asks.
“Um,” She’s cute, say something.
"Uh, I'm looking for Computing
Sciences and Engineering.”
She’s really cute. Geez, why can’t
I say something witty? Do you think
she can she tell my underwear is
pink because I'm doing my own
laundry?
Come on, I’ll show you. I'm
Kim...”
“I’m Ozzie.” Brilliant
conversationalist here, HELP.
“Well, nice to meet you, Ozzie.
That’s the computer building, what
class are you taking?”
“Uh, Freshman Core I...” Great,
just tattoo it on my forehead,
“Freshman. ”
“Don’t worry, it’ll get easier to
find your way around. I’ve been
here all summer,
you’ll like it.”
I will if I can see
you again. So speak,
you fool.
“Um, thanks for
your help.”
“No problem, see
you around.”
Wait, don’t leave
me!I don’t know
anyone here.
Room 1303...
great, found it.
"Thanks for joining
us. Your name?” the
professor is asking
someone.
What, me? Is he
talking to me?
Ozzie Freshman takes a break.

By Kristina Koehler

(By the way, “Ozzie the Osprey" is UNF’s mascot.
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Enter College As
A Sophomore!
What can guarantee acceptance to
colleges around the globe? What can
help you begin college as a
sophomore instead of a freshman?
An International Baccalaureate (IB)
diploma can. The IB program is an
advanced course of study in liberal
arts and sciences offered at only 400
high schools internationally (14 of
which are in Florida). Its curriculum
and exams are standardized and
accepted in 53 countries.
“The program prepared me for
college. I learned to manage my
time to deal with a heavy workload,”
says Jack Perras of Gainesville, who
completed the IB program at
Eastside High School.
In order to receive the IB diploma,
students must complete six
examinations, write a 4,000-word
extended essay and fulfill creative
action service hours (local volunteer
work). They must achieve a certain
level of accomplishment on each of
the six exams, which test their
knowledge of English, a foreign
language and history. Most students
with an IB diploma begin their
college careers as sophomores
because of the credits they receive
in the program.
“One of the greatest benefits of
the program to me was that I
completed most of my basic college
courses while still in high school. As
I begin UNF, I can concentrate on
my music major,” says Perras. He
chose UNF because he was
impressed with the music program
and was awarded a scholarship for
his participation in the IB program.
Perras was also impressed with
UNF’s faculty. “Lynda Lewis, who

Ozzie Digs In
Ozzie Freshman finds out about dorm life
in his new “digs,” UNF’s Osprey Hall.

was my principal at Stanton, now is
UNF’s associate vice president for
enrollment services, and she
encouraged me to attend,” he says.
Michelle Omeechevaria, also an IB
graduate of Stanton Preparatory
School and a freshman at UNF, was
very pleased with the International
Baccalaureate Presidential
Scholarship she received from UNF.

Freshmen entering UNF with an IB
diploma are rewarded for their hard
work in completing the program
with this scholarship. It provides
$1,500 a year for school expenses
for four years.
Due to the international acclaim
of the IB program, many graduates
have their pick of universities.
William Reed, who received his

IB diploma from Stanton
Preparatory School in Jacksonville,
looked around quite a bit, but
chose UNE “I was very impressed
with the UNF campus. I visited
other universities, but they just
didn’t offer the environment or the
curriculum that UNF does,” says
Reed.
By Kristina Koehler

Trials and Tribulations of Ozzie Freshman:

DORM LIFE
Kim, Kim. No, study, study! OK, one
hour of uninterrupted reading for
my history quiz and then Kim and I
go to dinner and a movie at the
Boathouse... STOP IT! You must
study.
(One hour, 15 minutes later.)
I can ’t believe it. This history stuff
is really neat. And as usual, Γm
going to be late. Well, Kim should be
used to it after weeks of my tardiness.
Where is my comb?
“Hey, Ozz, where you off to?”
“My roommate lives. Where have
you been?”
“At the library doing research for a
literature paper, and you didn’t
answer my question. Meeting Kim?”
“Yeah, Student Government’s
showing The Hand that Rocks the
Cradle for free at the Boathouse.
Kim and I are going to get
something to eat before the movie.”
(KNOCK, KNOCK.)

“Hey, Ozzie, Richard...”
“Steven, my friend, what ‘ya up to?
Ozzie here is meeting his lady.”
Richard alwaysfeels the need to
point that out. She’s just a friend.
“Have you seen my comb? Γm
going to be late again.”
“Your comb is probably in the last
pair of jeans you wore.”
“Guys, listen. The reason I
stopped by is to inform you of a
very cool party tomorrow night. It’ll
be out on the island by the nature
trails, courtesy of Lambda Chi frat.
They’re even going to drag a sound
system out there.”
“Yeah, I heard about that. The
Gilligan’s Island party. Sounds cool.
Where is my comb?”
“Good, I’ll see both of you there,
tomorrow, right?!”
“I’ll be there and I’ll try to drag
Ozzie away from his girlfriend.”
Give it a rest, Richard. “I have a

big test Thursday. I don’t know,
guys.”
“Well, drop by after you get brain
freeze. That should be about 9, ’kay,
Ozz?”
“Yeah, maybe.”
“Later, Steve. Hey, don’t crawl
under the bed. Use my comb. It’s on
the desk in front of the window. Γm
going down to meet the guys.
There’s roast beef for dinner in the
cafeteria. Who would have thought,
good food at school? See ’ya later.”
“Yeah, later.”
Strange, I was freaked out about
living with someone I didn’t know.
I heard horror stories about rotten
roommates who eat yourfood and
steal your socks, but Richard’s cool. I
thought be said the comb was on his
dresser by the window. Darn, I need
a comb!
By Kristina Koehler, a junior
majoring in communications

I

“Ozzie the Osprey” is UNF’s mascot.

The Trials and Tribulations
of Ozzie Freshman:

The Study Group
“Napkins! I need more napkins.”
“Who has the Coke?”
“I can’t find the cheese. We
ordered one with just cheese.”
“Geez, there’s pizza sauce all over
my notes.”
“Quit complaining and save it for
later.”
“Gross.”
“Hey, Jim’s hogging all the
pepperoni.”
“I am not! There’s plenty left right
here... well, uh, sorry, guys.”
“All right, let’s get serious. Ozzie,
you were going to brief us on
chapter 5.”
“OK, chapter 5—all you ever
wanted to know, but were afraid to
ask, about the Hellenistic Society.
Alexander the Great succeeded to
the throne after the assassination
of...”
(Three hours later.)

I’m so exhausted. Bed. All I want
is just a nice warm bed.
“I’m out of here, guys. Γm ready
to pass out.”
“Well, I think we’re all pretty
prepared, don’t you, Ozzie?”
“Yeah, we should do this for all
our tests.”
“Sounds like a plan. What’cha
doing this weekend, Oz?”
“Sailing! Γm really psyched. My
roomate Richard’s in the sailing
club, and I'm going along on their
ocean sail Saturday. Γm thinking
about joining the club.”
“Yeah? I talked to someone in
class the other day about a white
water rafting club on campus.”
“Cool. Thanks for dragging us
together, Bill. I’ll bet we all ace the
test tomorrow.”
“Hey, I needed the help, too.
Later.”
I can’t wait to crawl into bed. I
think I will ace this test. Cool. Now if
I could only find a study group for
algebra.
By Kristina Koehler
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UNF Alma Mater

We recall those days ofgladness,
Nestled midst the lakes and pine,
Where we sought the gift ofknowledge,
Alma Mater, pride ofmine.
Near the shores of the Atlantic
Where the osprey soars on high,
Stands our Alma Mater, strong and true
With her colors gray and blue.

Sing her glory and her praises!
Let them ringfrom sea to sea!
North Florida we proudly honor,
UNF, all hail to thee

Bldg. No. Bldg. Name
Bldg. No. Bldg. Name
J. J. Daniel Hall
26 Aquatics Center
2 Founders Hall
27 Harmon Stadium
3 Communications and Visual Arts
28 Visitor's Dugout (Baseball)
4 Natural Sciences Classrooms
29 Home Dugout (Baseball)
5 Physical Facilities
30 Grounds Storage (Athletic Fields)
6 Building Services/Purchasing
31 Pressbox (Fast Pitch Softball)
7 Boathouse (food service facility)
32 Visitor's Dugout (Softball)
8 Arts & Sciences
33 Home Dugout (Softball)
9 Frederick H. Schultz Hall
34 UNF Arena
10 Honor's Hall
35 Electrical Substation
Social Sciences
36 Central Plant (Arena)
12 Thomas G. Carpenter Library
37 Tennis Clubhouse
14 Andrew A. Robinson, Jr., Student Life Center
38 Parking Garage
39 J. Brooks Brown Hall
15 John E. Mathews, Jr., Computer Science Bldg,
25 Dorothy S. "Dottie" Dorion Fitness Center
40 Osprey Nest (Baseball)

Bldg. Na Bldg. Name
41 Police Building
42 College of Business Administration
43 University Center
96 Nature Trail Pavilion
97 Fire Booster Pump Facility
98 Bus Stop Facility
99 Lift Station
100 Information Booth (UNF Drive)
814 Facilities Storage Building
816 Art Studio
817 Print Shop Office
818 Duplicating Services
819 Print Making Studio
820 Ceramics Studio
824 Facilities Storage Building
825 Child Development Research Center
826 Hazard Material Storage
827 Facilities Chemical Building

Bldg. No. Bldg. Name
Communications Building (BellSouth)
828
Communications Building (UNF)
829
North Complex/Sponsored Research
830
Institute of Police Technology
832
and Management
COH Faculty
833
Psychology Lab
834
835-839 Northern Classroom Complex
840-841 Continuing Education Classroom/Office
842-847 Northern Classroom Complex
News & Publications
848
Controller
849
Auditor
850
Cashier
851
852
TSI
Financial Business Services
853
SACS
854
Alumni Services
855
Information Booth (Alumni Drive)
875

Osprey Village
Residentiel Buildings
101A Residence A
T
Osprey Cove
102B Residence B
U
Osprey Cove
103C Residence C
V
Osprey Cove
104D Residence D
W
Osprey Landing
105E Residence E
X
Osprey Landing
106F Residence F
Y
Osprey Landing
107G Residence G
Z
Osprey Hall
910 Housing Postal Facility 900A Residence Laundry
901
Recreation Field Pavilion
902
Fire Booster Pump
903
Housing Mailboxes

Tower

University Center

information
Booth

Osprey Hall

851

140/841

Lot 5

Campus Map
University of North Florida

Recreational
Parking

Police Building

4567 St. Johns Bluff Road, South
Jacksonville, Florida 32224-2645

Nature Trails
100
Information Booth

UNF Drive

To St. Johns Bluff Road

ozzie - Elmer Pearsol
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Farewell:
Elmer Pearsol, who for years was Ozzie, the
UNF mascot, has retired to Nashville, TN.

Get to Know Ozzie and Harriet:
Human-size versions of UNF’s mascots “Ozzie” and
“Harriet” have entertained together at UNF Athletic
competitions and other University events since 1995
when Harriet was “born.” Ozzie in costume first
swooped down on the UNF campus in 1988, nearly
eight years after the Osprey was chosen as UNF’s mascot.
The debut of Ozzie’s partner required that a name be
chosen for her, so Student Government Officials chose the
name Harriet—reminiscent of the popular 1950s TV show
“The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet,” which aired for 14
years. Many students and other Osprey fans have slipped
into character to portray UNF’s mascots, whose jersey
numbers “19” and “72” were chosen to combine and form
the year 1972, when UNF opened its doors for classes.

UNF General Info.
(904)620-1000
Library Information
African American Student Union
2689
Lost and Found
Aquatic Center
2854
Medical Compliance
Arena
2999
Nature Trails Office
Athletics
2833
Newspaper: The Spinnaker
Bookstore
2665(BOOK)
One Stop Student Services
CADIC (Alcohol & Drug Info Ctr.)
2557
OspreyCard (ID) Office
Campus Ministry Department
2837
Osprey Productions
Casher,s Office
2472
Parents Association
Career Services
2955
Parking Services
Child Development Research Ctr.
2372
Police, Univ√Emergency
Club Alliance
1470
Police/Gen. Assistance
Computer Lab (Bldg. 15)
2826
Post Office, UNF
Counseling Center
2602
Residence Life
Dining Services (Chartwells)
2543
Radio Station (WOSP)
Disability Resource Center
2769
Recreation/lntramurals
Emergencies
911 or 2800
Registrar
English Language Program
4281
Student Activities
Financial Aid
5555
Student Conduct
Fitness Center, Dottie Dorion
2853
Student Government
Freshman/Soph. Advising (ACE)
1012
Student Life
Golf Learning Center, Hayt
2050
Student Medical Services
Greek Life
2526
Student Ombudsman
Health Insurance Info.
2175
Study Abroad
Health Promotion
1570
TV (Osprey TV)
Housing Operations
4663(HOME)
Ticket Box Office
Intercultural Ctr. for PEACE
2475
Tutoring, ACE
International Center
2657
Victim Advocate 24hr Helpline
ITS (Info. Technology Svcs.)
4357 (HELP)
Volunteer Center
Leadership Institute
2525
V P,s Office, Student Affairs
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transg. Ofc.
2939
Women’s Center

Division of Student Affairs
student.affairs@unf.edu

UNF

UNIVERSITY of
NORTH FLORIDA

2616
2367
2175
1810
2727
5555
4000
2460
1569
2815
911 or 2800
4873 (4UPD)
2935
5433
2908
2998
5555
2525
3979
2750
2525
2900
1582
2657
2260
2878
2766
1010
2755
2600
2528

Parents Association
parents@unf.edu

Founders Hall (Bldg. 2)∕Rm. 2084
www.unf.edu/studentaffairs/

